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SUB J : BARRETO GOES TO YENAN" 

REF: LISBON 8322 (DTG 021716Z DEC 76) 

SUMMARY: AGRICULTURE MINISTER BARRETO MADE AN UNANNOUNCED VISIT 
TO THE COMMUNIST STRONGHOLD OF BEJA OVER THE WEEKEND. THE VISIT 
UNDERSCORED THE GOVERNMENT S DETERMINATION TO END PCP HEGEMONY 
IN THE ALENTEJO. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BARRETO GOES TO BEIA: AGRICULTURE MINISTER ANTONIO 
BARRETO MADE AN UNANNOUNCED VISIT TO THE COMMUNIST 
STRONGHOLD OF BEJA. BARRETO SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME 
VISITING SOCIALIST-ORIENTED COOPERATIVES. HE HEARD COMPLAINTS 
OF PCP HARASSMENT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF SOME FIFTY PS COOPERA- 
TIVES BELONGING TO THE RECENTLY-ORGANIZED UNIFIED MOVEMENT 
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WORKERS, BARRETO SAID THERE WOULD BE NO 

BACKSLIDING FROM THE FIRM POSITION THE MINISTRY HAS TAKEN 

SINCE HE TOOK CHARGE. OTHER HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDED: 

- HELP FOR SMALL FARMERS: SMALL FARMERS, RENTERS AND SHARE 
CROPPERS WILL BE GIVEN ADDITIONAL SUPPORT. 

- CREDIT CUTS WILL STICK: COLLECTIVES WHICH DO NOT PROVIDE 
AN ADEQUATE ACCOUNTING OF PAST CREDITS WILL BE DENIED 
ACCESS TO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

- PS WORKERS ENCOURAGED: THOSE WHO HAVE SPLITE AWAY FROM 
COMMUNIST COLLECTIVES TO FORM INDEPENDENT COOPERATIVES HAVE 
WON A DOUBLE VICTORY: THEY HAVE WON THE BATTLE OF AGRARIAN 
REFORM BY GIVING LAND TO THOSE WHO WORK IT; THEY HAVE WOND 
THE BATTLE AGAINST THOSE (READ PCP) WHO SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH 
THEMSELVES AS THE NEW MASTERS IN THE ALENTEJO. 

- PCP FLAYED: THE COMMUNISTS AND THEIR PUPPET UNIONS ARE THE 
REAL ALLIES OF THE FORMER GREAT LANDLORDS OF THE REGION. THE 
COMMUNISTS SEEK TO TURN THE ALENTEJO INTO A GIANT PCP COLLECTIVE 
PROTECTED BY A PRIVATE ARMY. 

- PCP SHORTCHANGING WORKERS: COMMUNIST COLLECTIVES HAVE 
FUNDS IN THE BANKS ARE DECEIVING RURAL WORKERS BY 
PAYING LESS THAN THE MINIMUM CONTEMPLATED BY LAW. 

2. COMMUNISTS COME TO LISBON: A 66-MEMBER COMMUNIST 
DELEGATION OF RURAL WORKERS WAS TRUCKED IN FROM THE 
ALENTEJO DEC 3 TO EXPLAIN THE PCP POSITION TO ALL WILLING 
TO LISTNE. FEW WERE. MINISTER BARRETO WAS ALREADY ON 

HIS WAY TO THE ALENTEJO. OTHER AUTHORITIES WERE UNAVAILABLE. 

THE PCP DELEGATION HAD TO CONTENT ITSELF WITH A PRESSCONFERENCE 
AT INTERSINDICAL HEADQUARTERS. THE THRUST OF THEIR MESSAGE: 

THE UNION WAS WILLING TO GO ALONG WITH THE RETURN OF LAND 
TO FORMER OWNERS, BUT ONLY ON THE UNION'S TERMS - 
TANTAMOUNT TO A PCP VETO ON THE RETURN OF ANY LAND. 

3. COMMENT: BARRETO'S THRUST INTO THE ALENTEJO SERVED 
SEVERAL PURPOSES. 

IT LIFTED THE SPIRITS OF RURAL WORKERS WHO HAVE BROKEN 
AWAY FROM COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED COLLECTIVES BY IMPLICITLY PUTTING 
THE GOVERNMENT STAMP OF APPROVAL ON THE PS STRATEGY OF 
ENCOURAGING SPLITS FROM THE PCP COLLECTIVES. 

- IT PROVIDED BARRETO WITH A FIRST-HAND LOOK AT THE SITUATION 
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IN THE ALENTEJO AND GAVE HIM RICH MATERIAL FOR USE IN HIS 
SCHEDULED DEC 8 ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON AGRICULTURE POLICY. 

- MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT SERVED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT, WITH FIRM LEADERSHIP IN THE AGRICULTURE MINISTRY, 

IS DETERMINED TO END PCP HEGEMONY IN THE ALENTEJO. AS 
BARRETO PUT IT IN BEJA, "THE ALENTEJO WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 

TO BECOME THE SIBERIA OF PORTUGAL." 

CARLUCCI 
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